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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 799, Sun-
shine Suzanne Sykes, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the Central 
District of California. 

Charles E. Schumer Cory A. Booker, 
Tammy Baldwin, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Patty Murray, Tina Smith, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Gary C. Peters, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Jon Tester, Richard 
J. Durbin, Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Amy Klobuchar, 
Maria Cantwell. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for the cloture mo-
tions filed today, May 12, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations: 
Calendar Nos. 704, 720, 866, and 867; that 
the Senate vote on the nominations en 
bloc without intervening action or de-
bate; that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that any statements related to 
the nominations be printed in the 
Record; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action; 
and that the Senate resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of 
John Edward Putnam, of Colorado, to 
be General Counsel of the Department 
of Transportation; Victoria Marie 
Baecher Wassmer, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Chief Financial Officer, 
Department of Transportation; Derek 
Kan, of California, to be a Governor of 
the United States Postal Service for a 
term expiring December 8, 2028; and 
Daniel Mark Tangherlini, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Governor of 
the United States Postal Service for a 
term expiring December 8, 2027, en 
bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President, 
pursuant to Section 1295b(h) of title 46 
App., United States Code, as amended 
by Public Law 101–595, and upon the 
recommendation of the ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Commerce, 
Science and Transportation, appoints 
the following Senators to the Board of 
Visitors of the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy: The Honorable 
ROGER WICKER of Mississippi (Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation); The Honorable JERRY 
MORAN of Kansas (Committee on Ap-
propriations). 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

ARREST AND DETENTION OF 
VLADIMIR KARA-MURZA 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, 1 month 
ago, Russian authorities arrested 
Vladimir Kara-Murza, a tireless advo-
cate for a democratic Russia and long-
time Putin critic, on the street near 
his apartment in Moscow. While he was 
in detention for a fabricated adminis-
trative violation, they charged him 
further with ‘‘spreading deliberately 
false information’’ about the armed 
forces of Russia, which was 
criminalized under a Russian law 
passed after the full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine. He is currently in pretrial de-
tention and could face up to 15 years in 
prison if convicted. 

Vladimir is a friend and frequent vis-
itor to the offices of many Members of 
Congress, myself included. His wife and 
children live in Virginia, and he splits 
his time between the United States and 
Russia, where he was born and raised. 
Vladimir has a special relationship 
with the Helsinki Commission and a 
keen interest in using parliamentary 
diplomacy to rally other nations 
against the Putin regime’s undemo-
cratic and violent policies, particularly 
the war in Ukraine. 

Vladimir was instrumental in the de-
velopment and passage of the 
Magnitsky Act. In fact, a number of 
colleagues and I recently sent a letter 
to President Biden urging that the ad-
ministration impose Magnitsky Act 
sanctions on every Russian official and 
associate involved in Vladimir’s false 
arrest and unjust detention. 

That Vladimir continues to return to 
Russia after multiple poisonings, ar-
rests, and other tribulations is a testa-
ment to his profound courage and dedi-
cation to his fellow citizens. He feels 
that he cannot, in good conscience, call 
on Russians to risk their freedom and 
lives to resist the evils and compla-
cency of Putin’s Russia if he is com-
fortably out of harm’s way himself. 

Two weeks before his arrest, Vladi-
mir testified at a Helsinki Commission 
hearing on propaganda and censorship 
in Russia, where he warned that speak-
ing out against the war in Ukraine is 
now grounds for prosecution in Russia, 
yet he refused to be silent. 

Though now deprived of his physical 
freedom and in grave danger, Vladi-
mir’s spirit is unbroken; he is unafraid; 
and he continues to believe that Russia 
will one day become a democratic, Eu-
ropean state. He sees the Ukraine war 
as the last desperate gasp of Putinism, 
the beginning of the end. 

In our many meetings over the years, 
Vladimir has always reminded us of the 
need to remember prisoners of con-
science and speak their names. As 
Vladimir now ranks among these hun-
dreds in Russia, and even more 
throughout the rest of the world, we 
will remember him. I call upon my col-
leagues to do the same; there is hope 
and power in not being forgotten. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the letter to President Biden 
that I referred to a moment ago be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

MAY 5, 2022. 
President JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR., 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR PRESIDENT BIDEN: We urge you to 
name and sanction every Russian official and 
associate involved with the false arrest, de-
tention, and political persecution of Vladi-
mir Kara-Murza. Kara-Murza is a Russian 
opposition politician who has long stood up 
against Russian dictator Vladimir Putin. He 
embodies what Russia might be one day 
when it is democratic and free. We also urge 
you to examine whether to sanction those 
involved in the persecution and imprison-
ment of other Russian political prisoners. 

Kara-Murza is a Russian patriot who has 
fought for decades for democracy in Russia 
and a prosperous future for his country. For 
this, the regime in Russia has poisoned him 
twice. On April 11, while in Russia, Kara- 
Murza called this regime ‘‘a regime of mur-
derers.’’ He was then arrested, and now faces 
trumped up charges that may result in years 
of unjust imprisonment. 

Kara-Murza was the key Russian activist 
behind the passage of the Magnitsky Act and 
its adoption by our allies. The late Senator 
John McCain called him ‘‘one of the most 
passionate and effective advocates for the 
passage of the Magnitsky Act.’’ Kara-Murza 
himself, like his mentor Boris Nemtsov be-
fore him, has called the Magnitsky Act the 
most ‘‘pro-Russian law passed in the United 
States in the history of our countries.’’ 
Nemtsov was murdered in front of the Krem-
lin. 

The Magnitsky Act is the appropriate tool 
to sanction those involved in the persecution 
of Kara-Murza. We ask that you coordinate 
with our allies to sanction these individuals 
at the same time. The European Union, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia now 
all have Magnitsky sanctions laws of their 
own. 

As Russia loses its brutal war of aggression 
against Ukraine, we must consider what 
might come next in that country. Kara- 
Murza offers a vision of a Russia free from 
imperialist kleptocracy. He has bravely an-
swered the call of many Ukrainians for Rus-
sians to take a stand and oppose this bloody 
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and senseless war. He must be immediately 
freed and allowed to continue his work. 

Sincerely, 
Ben Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, Roger 

Wicker, Sheldon Whitehouse, U.S. Sen-
ators. 

Steve Cohen, Gerald Connolly, Brian 
Fitzpatrick, Richard Hudson, Marcy 
Kaptur, Adam Kinzinger, Peter Meijer, 
Gwen Moore, Katie Porter, Abigail 
Spanberger, Joe Wilson, John Curtis, 
Ruben Gallego, Sheila Jackson Lee, 
Bill Keating, Tom Malinowski, Mike 
Levin, Burgess Owens, Marı́a Elvira 
Salazar, Marc Veasey, Members of Con-
gress. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, this 

week, our Nation observes National Po-
lice Week, a time when we pay tribute 
to our brave law enforcement officers 
and honor those who died in the line of 
duty. 

Over the course of this week, Ameri-
cans will come together to pay tribute 
to the 619 officers who gave their lives 
in the line of duty last year. Among 
them, six brave officers from Kansas 
will be memorialized on the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in 
Washington, DC. 

Thousands travel to our Nation’s 
Capital to honor those who have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice during this cere-
mony, and back home, Kansans will 
gather to honor the men and women 
who put on a uniform each day to pro-
tect the communities we call home. 

One officer Kansans will gather to 
pay tribute to next week is Captain 
Clay Germany of the Wichita Police 
Department. Captain Germany was a 
U.S. Navy veteran and started his law 
enforcement career serving with the 
Oklahoma County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Midwest City Police Department. 
He then dedicated 27 years to serving 
with the Wichita Police Department 
and, throughout his time, served as po-
lice officer, detective, sergeant, lieu-
tenant, and captain. 

Captain Germany earned a reputa-
tion for being a trusted leader and 
mentor within the community and in 
the department, always willing to lend 
a helping hand. On behalf of Kansas, I 
want to express my gratitude for his 
service. Captain Germany’s dedication 
helped make Wichita a better and safer 
community. 

I also want to recognize Wichita Po-
lice Department Officer Kyle Mellard, 
who was shot when responding to a 
welfare check in June of last year. 
After fighting for his life, Officer 
Mellard is able to walk again, a recov-
ery that his fellow officers call a mir-
acle. Despite his severe injuries, when 
talking about his recovery, Officer 
Mellard made his goal clear: to get 
back to work as an officer as soon as 
possible. 

All too often, we forget about the 
many important roles that our police 
officers have within our communities. 
This extends beyond relationships be-
tween police officers and individual 
residents. It is about the relationships 

between law enforcement and key in-
stitutions in our communities, such as 
churches, hospitals, schools, and busi-
nesses. 

During Police Week, we honor those 
we have lost, but we also remember the 
families they left behind. May God 
comfort them in their time of grief and 
be a source of strength for them. 

May God bless our law enforcement 
officers and protect them from harm as 
they faithfully perform their duties 
each and every day. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, 
every single day, law enforcement offi-
cers across the Nation put on a badge 
and leave for work to protect and serve 
our families and communities, not 
knowing if they will return to their 
own. Whether it be by ensuring safety 
on our roadways or responding to life- 
or-death crises, these brave men and 
women consistently honor their solemn 
oath in safeguarding the people of this 
blessed Nation. 

As we commemorate 2022 National 
Law Enforcement Week, we offer spe-
cial honors for the 619 officers our Na-
tion lost last year in the line of duty, 
sadly including officers from Mis-
sissippi. This week is dedicated to re-
membering their ultimate sacrifice, 
which is dearly felt by loved ones, 
friends, and entire communities. 

Law enforcement officers have re-
mained steadfast in their commitment 
to serve, even when faced with harsh, 
unfair criticism, scrutiny, and limited 
resources. Their ability to carry out 
their already stressful duties in such a 
challenging and sometimes hostile en-
vironment is remarkable. 

I want to make it known to all the 
law enforcement officers across the 
State of Mississippi and around the 
country that I greatly admire you for 
your rock solid tenacity and loyalty 
throughout such challenges. I will con-
tinue to work to ensure you have what 
you need to do your job. 

These officers, who are truly home-
town heroes, are strongholds in our 
communities, and the loss of any offi-
cer is deeply felt by all. This Police 
Week, we honor and mourn five heroes 
from Mississippi, officers who died in 
the line of duty in 2021. 

Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol 
Trooper John Martin Harris, 44, died on 
May 28, 2021, after a vehicle struck him 
during a traffic stop. Harris’ childhood 
dream was to be a policeman and serve 
his community. Having earned two 
Purple Hearts throughout his 24-year 
law enforcement career is a testament 
to his dedication, bravery, and selfless-
ness. He leaves behind his wife and his 
two children. 

Jefferson Davis County Deputy Sher-
iff Thomas Patrick ‘‘Pat’’ Barnes, 50, 
lost his life on April 10, 2021, after he 
sustained injuries in a single vehicle 
car crash while responding to a call for 
assistance from another agency. 
Barnes’ passion for law enforcement 

began while working in security. He 
joined and graduated from the police 
academy in 2017 and began his career 
with Jefferson Davis County Sheriff’s 
department shortly thereafter. He 
leaves behind his wife, four children, 
and his grandchildren. 

Hancock County Lieutenant Michael 
Anthony Boutte, Sr., was tragically 
shot and killed after responding to an 
emergency situation involving a suici-
dal man who turned his weapon onto 
arriving deputies. He died on February 
1, 2021, at the age of 57. Before his law 
enforcement career, Boutte served in 
the U.S. Air Force, where he was de-
ployed during Operation Desert Storm. 
Boutte is survived by his wife, his 
child, his step-children, and his grand-
children. 

Deputy Sheriff Bobby Daffin of 
George County Sheriff’s Office passed 
away August 12, 2021, following a battle 
with COVID–19. He was 37 years old. 
Daffin served his community for 14 
years and had recently served as a nar-
cotics agent for the Southeast Mis-
sissippi Narcotics Task Force. He 
leaves behind a young daughter. 

Hinds County Sheriff Lee D. Vance, 
63, lost his life from cardiorespiratory 
failure as a result of COVID–19 on Au-
gust 3, 2021. Vance, who has always had 
a love for the city of Jackson, served as 
Jackson police chief from 2014–2017 and 
was later elected Hinds County Sheriff 
in 2019. He leaves behind four daugh-
ters, a son, and numerous grand-
children. 

We also honor the lives of many offi-
cers, whose stories of sacrifice had been 
lost to history until now. 

In addition to these recent losses, the 
National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial will include the name of Dep-
uty Town Marshal Walker Cobb of Sau-
cier, MS. At the age of 41, Cobb was fa-
tally shot on December 25, 1903, while 
attempting to arrest an impaired sus-
pect for disorderly conduct. More than 
a century later, his loss and sacrifice 
will be remembered. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, our 
men and women in blue have often 
risked personal peril to safeguard their 
fellow citizens, and we owe them our 
staunch support. As we mark National 
Police Week, let us acknowledge our 
debt to these fallen officers and recom-
mit ourselves to support them and 
their families, especially when tragedy 
strikes. 

I will continue to be an advocate for 
law enforcement professionals and do 
all I can to honor the legacy of those 
lost in the line of duty. 

To the families and loved ones of our 
fallen Mississippi law enforcement offi-
cers, I know you have faced enormous 
loss. It is said, ‘‘The Lord is near to the 
brokenhearted and saves the crushed in 
spirit.’’ Please know that it is my 
prayer that the Lord stays near you 
during your time of grief. God bless 
you, and God bless our men and women 
in blue. 
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